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Dear Mr. President

I am writing to you today because I am deeply concerned about journalist and human rights defender Zhang Zhan. On September 19, she was sentenced to four years in prison by the Pudong New District People's Court for “picking quarrels and provoking trouble”. Zhang Zhan had already served four years of unjust imprisonment after reporting on the outbreak of the coronavirus pandemic in Wuhan in 2020. She had used online platforms such as WeChat, Twitter (now X), and YouTube to report on the detention of independent reporters and the harassment of their family members.
There is great concern for her health, as she suffered serious health problems during her previous imprisonment as a result of hunger strikes and had to be transferred to hospital several times.
Zhang Zhan is a prisoner of conscience who was detained solely for peacefully exercising her right to freedom of expression. She should not be in detention but should be able to spend the Chinese New Year on February 17, 2026 with her family.
I hereby ask you to ensure that Zhang Zhan is released immediately and unconditionally. Please also ensure that Zhang Zhan's family is kept informed and that Zhang Zhan has access to a lawyer of her choice.

Sincerely

