Governor of Kano State
Abba Kabir Yusuf
Government House, Tarauni
Kano 700102
NIGERIA




Dear Governor

I am very concerned about Yahaya Sheriff-Aminu, who was convicted and sentenced to death by hanging for "blasphemy" in August 2020 when he was 21 years old. He had circulated a song on WhatsApp which allegedly contained derogatory remarks about the Prophet Muhammad.
Following the ruling by the Sharia Court in Kano State, his lawyers filed several appeals. After an initial appeal hearing before the Supreme Court in September 2025, Amnesty International filed an Amicus Curiae in support of Yahaya Sheriff-Aminu. The now 25-year-old is currently in detention, waiting for his next hearing date. There are reports that prison conditions are poor and the state of his health is a cause for concern.
I strongly urge you to instruct the Kano State Attorney General to drop the charges against Yahaya Sheriff-Aminu and ensure his immediate and unconditional release.
Pending release, his prison conditions should comply with international standards in accordance with the Mandela Rules and that he is  granted immediate access to adequate medical care as well as sufficient food and clothing.

Yours sincerely
