Assistant Attorney General
Harmeet K. Dhillon
Civil Rights Division
U.S. Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington DC 20530
USA




Dear Assistant Attorney General Dhillon

On 18 January 2026, journalist Georgia Fort, along with other members of the press, documented a protest inside a church in Minnesota as one of the church’s pastors was an Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) field office director. For this journalistic coverage, the US Department of Justice is prosecuting Fort and others representing the press.
Since January 2025, the media and journalists have been targeted for reporting on the current administration’s actions. I am concerned that these charges seek to intimidate and silence them. The right to freedom of expression is enshrined in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights as per article 19 ratified by the United States. In prosecuting Georgia Fort and other members of the press solely for doing their job and covering a protest, the Department of Justice is violating their human rights.
I urge you to ensure that all charges against Georgia Fort and other members of the press who reported on the protests in Minnesota are withdrawn. The freedom of the press and the right of journalists to seek and impart information should be recognised and respected by any elected democratic government.

Yours sincerely

