His Excellency Emmerson Dambudzo Mnangagwa
The President of Zimbabwe
Presidential Offices, State House
Harare
P. Bag 7700, Causeway
SIMBABWE




Your Excellency

I am writing to express my concern about the case of Cecillia Chimbiri, Joanna Mamombe and Netsai Marova, three members of the opposition party Citizens' Coalition for Change (CCC) who were assaulted while in police custody in 2020 and who are still facing trial on fabricated charges.
Cecillia Chimbiri, Joanna Mamombe and Netsai Marova were arrested in Harare on 13 May 2020 after leading a protest over government measures during the COVID-19 lockdown and the famine in the country. On the same day, they were victims of forced disappearance and subjected to torture and sexual abuse. To this day, the authorities have investigated neither the women’s disappearance nor their allegations of torture during this time. They subsequently had to be treated in hospital. The women have been free on bail since 26 June 2020. All three are still facing charges for allegedly violating lockdown rules, however their trial has been postponed indefinitely.
I urge you to ensure that all charges against the three women are dropped. Please conduct a prompt, thorough and impartial investigation into their forced disappearance and their torture and other ill-treatment, including sexual violence, with the aim of holding the perpetrators to account.
As the president you are placed in such authority in order to protect and serve the greater good and prosperity of your country. I would like to believe you aspire to build a place where women feel safe and free to lead their lives, where their rights are respected and voices heard.

Yours sincerely

